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To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee, 

Colwyn  Bay  Corporation. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  to  you  my  annual  report 
on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  1970. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimated  population  for  the 
mid  year  1970  is  25,100,  compared  with  the  estimated 
population  for  mid-1969,  which  was  25,060.  This  is  an 
increase  in  the  population  of  40.  The  total  number  of  births 
occurring  in  the  district  during  1970  was  320,  compared 
with  295  during  1969,  whilst  the  total  deaths  registered 
numbered  494,  compared  with  524  for  the  previous  year. 
Therefore,  there  was  a natural  decrease  of  the  population 
of  174.  The  natural  decrease  during  1969  was  229.  Thus, 
as  in  previous  years,  the  increase  in  our  population  must 
be  due  to  the  migration  of  persons  into  the  district  from 
other  areas.  Therefore,  if  one  considers  the  real  increase  in 
the  population  and  the  natural  decrease,  this  would  indicate 
that  214  persons  moved  from  other  areas  into  Colwyn  Bay 
during  the  year. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  for  the  year  is  16.  The  average 
birth  rate  over  the  last  10  years  approximates  to  this  figure 
of  16.  The  corrected  death  rate  at  12.4  is  lower  than  that 
recorded  in  1969,  when  it  stood  at  13.2.  Again,  this  rate 
would  approximate  to  the  average  during  the  past  10  years. 
Therefore  it  would  seem  that  the  pattern  of  births  and 
deaths  within  the  town  has  varied  little  during  the  past 
decade,  indicating  that  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  has  remained  fairly  constant  over  the  years. 
The  infant  mortality  rate  at  16  is  significantly  lower  than 
during  1969,  when  it  stood  at  27.  This  represents  in  actual 
figures  5 deaths  of  infants  under  the  age  of  one  year,  3 of 
the  deaths  being  under  4 weeks  of  age  and  being  due  to 
congenital  anomalies  associated  with  birth  injury.  This  gives 
a neo-natal  mortality  rate  of  9,  compared  with  the  rate  of 
14  during  the  previous  year.  The  illegitimate  birth  rate 
remains  high  at  11,  compared  with  the  rate  for  England  and 
Wales,  which  is  8,  and  in  my  previous  report  I referred  to 
the  relatively  high  illegitimacy  rate  associated  with  the 
North  Wales  Coast  and  the  need  for  Local  Authorities  to 
give  consideration  to  this  vulnerable  group. 

The  following  table  sets  out  comparison  of  certain  of 
the  vital  statistics  related  to  Colwyn  Bay  with  the  figures 
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given  by  the  Office  of  Population  Censuses  and  Surveys  for 
England  and  Wales — 

England 
Colwyn  Bay  & Wales 


Birth  Rate  16  16 

Illegitimacy  Rate  11  8 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  16  18 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under 
4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births)  9 12 

Death  Rate  12.4  11.7 


Housing 

As  in  previous  years,  the  involvement  of  the  Health 
Department  in  the  needs  of  the  community  for  satisfactory 
housing  has  been  significant  and  unfortunately  many 
persons  have  had  to  be  told  that  although  their  circum- 
stances may  justify  their  appeal  for  priority  consideration, 
there  is  little  chance  in  their  succeeding  to  obtain  Council 
accommodation  until  further  housing  development  by  the 
Borough  Council  takes  place,  although  my  records  show  that 
despite  the  large  number  of  applicants  and  the  scarcity  of 
vacancies  occurring  in  Council  accommodation,  the  more 
needy  and  urgent  cases  have,  for  the  most  part,  been 
resolved. 

It  is  unfortunate,  however,  that  a certain  number  of 
people  move  into  this  town  from  other  areas,  usually 
industrial  towns  of  the  Midlands  and  Lancashire,  in  late 
middle  age  with  little  financial  resources  and  already  in  a 
subnormal  state  of  health,  and  shortly  after  arrival  appeal 
to  the  Local  Authority  to  grant  them  housing  accommod- 
ation on  priority  grounds.  Curiously,  the  reason  most  often 
given  by  such  people  is  that  they  have  moved  into  the  area 
for  “health  grounds”  and  most  refuse  to  accept  that  their 
plight  is  self-inflicted  and  due  to  a misguided  idea  that  the 
Council  and  social  services  will  provide.  As  a counter  to 
such  measures,  the  Council  have  for  some  time  adopted  a 
twelve  months  residential  qualification,  which  I feel  would 
not  be  unreasonable  if  it  were  extended  to  two  years  and 
publicised  widely  that  this,  unless  the  circumstances  were 
very  exceptional  and  proved  so  after  further  investigation, 
be  strictly  adhered  to,  as  otherwise  there  is  a danger  of  the 
Council  being  subjected  to,  in  some  instances  a form  of 
“social  blackmail”. 
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The  elderly,  not  unnaturally,  due  to  the  relatively  large 
numbers  in  the  community,  make  the  heaviest  demands  on 
Council  housing  on  social  medical  grounds  and  the 
Authority  undoubtedly  have  a good  record  in  providing 
specialised  housing  for  this  section  of  the  community.  How- 
ever, the  provision  of  housing  accommodation  in  future 
planning  must  consider  the  needs  of  our  younger  age  groups. 
The  recent  survey  carried  out  in  the  Health  Department 
indicates  that  there  are  a significant  number  of  young 
families  where  both  parents  are  under  the  age  of  25,  who 
are  living  in  most  unsatisfactory  conditions.  However,  it  is 
one  thing  to  plan  and  build  houses,  it  is  another  to  plan  and 
build  them  and  let  them  at  a rent  at  which  these  relatively 
low  income  families  can  afford.  To  find  means  to  resolve 
this  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  placed  high  on  the  priority 
list  of  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Council. 

I have  in  previous  reports  referred  to  another  vulner- 
able group  — the  illegitimate  child,  and  suggested  to  the 
Council  that  they  should  give  consideration  to  providing 
housing  accommodation  for  the  mothers  of  such  children 
and  provide  nursery  facilities.  I was  pleased  to  receive 
acceptance  in  principle  from  the  Housing  Committee  in 
respect  of  this  matter  and  hope  to  present  shortly  a special 
report  on  this  problem. 

Care  of  the  Elderly 

Work  on  what  has  now  come  to  be  known  as  “The 
Colwyn  Bay  Project  in  the  Care  of  the  Elderly”  continues 
to  expand  each  year  and  up  to  the  date  of  writing  this  report 
almost  900  old  people  living  alone  in  the  town  have  been 
interviewed  and  their  needs  assessed,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
from  the  evidence,  following  critical  evaluation  of  the 
statistics  which  have  been  compiled  in  the  Health  Depart- 
ment, that  a very  significant  number  of  elderly  people  have, 
by  the  application  of  prompt  preventative  community  health 
services,  been  prevented  from  reaching  the  height  of  the 
“slippery  slope”  that  leads  to  physical,  mental  and  social 
breakdown.  For  example,  138  persons  interviewed  stated 
that  they  rarely  went  out  of  doors  and  various  reasons  were 
given  for  this,  mainly  some  type  of  physical  handicap.  How- 
ever, investigation  revealed  that  only  about  half  were  so 
physically  handicapped  to  necessitate  their  not  venturing 
out  of  doors  regularly  and  freely.  These  persons  received 
special  attention  and  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
majority  now  are  no  longer  housebound  and  many  partici- 
pate in  the  activities  of  the  local  community  once  again.  It  is 
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interesting  to  note  in  this  context  that  almost  all  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Borough’s  warden-controlled  dwellings 
have  some  physical  handicap,  but  they  are  practically  all 
mobile  and  go  out  to  some  degree. 

In  my  last  report,  I produced  a table  indicating  the 
dramatic  fall  in  the  number  of  persons  removed  by  ambu- 
lance in  a emergency  after  having  been  missed  and  found  to 
be  layed  injured  or  ill  after  many  hours  or  days,  neces- 
sitating a break-in  by  the  Police.  I make  no  apologies  for 
again  reproducing  this  table,  as  I feel  that  the  figures 
indicate  a real  contribution  to  preventative  medicine. 


No.  of  persons  removed  by  ambulance  in  emergency 


Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Total 

1964-65  .... 

..  5 

8 

14 

16 

11 

8 

62 

1965-66  .... 

..  3 

8 

13 

16 

5 

6 

51 

1966-67  .... 

..  0 

3 

7 

12 

3 

4 

29 

1967-68  .... 

..  0 

1 

2 

4 

2 

0 

9 

1968-69  .... 

..  0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

0 

7 

1969-70  .... 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

Finally,  I must  make  special  mention  of  the  contribu- 
tion being  made  by  the  youth  of  the  town,  particularly 
from  the  pupils  of  Colwyn  High  School,  Llandrillo  Technical 
College  and  Rydal  and  Penrhos  Schools.  These  young  people 
spend  a considerable  amount  of  time  visiting  and  doing  odd 
jobs,  such  as  gardening,  decorating,  shopping,  letter  writing, 
for  aged  residents  in  the  town  and  the  visits  of  these  young 
people  are  much  appreciated  by  the  elderly  residents.  In 
fact,  it  is  now  not  uncommon  for  some  person  of  advanced 
years  to  ask  for  a visitor  with  the  qualification  “Please  send 
some  young  person  and  not  someone  as  old  as  I am”.  This, 
I think,  is  a healthy  sign  of  both  generations. 

I wish  to  express  my  appreciation,  Madam  Chairman, 
to  yourself  and  the  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for 
their  guidance  and  assistance  with  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment during  the  year.  I am  grateful  also  to  Mr.  Pattinson 
and  his  colleagues  and  to  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the 


Health  Department  for  their  loyality  and  work,  and  also  to 
my  fellow  officials  of  the  Council  for  their  ready  co  operation 
and  interest  in  the  work  of  my  Department. 

Yours  sincerely, 

FREDERICK  P.  PEACH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Civic  Centre, 

Colwyn  Bay. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Borough  (acres)  7,124 

Census,  1961  23,283 

Registrar-General’s  estimated  population 

(mid-1970)  25,100 

No.  of  inhabited  dwellings  (31.3.70)  (estimate)...  9,638 

Rateable  Value  (31.3.70)  £1,136,878 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £4,370 


Live  Births: 

Total  

Legitimate  . 
Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

181 

139 

320 

163 

122 

285 

18 

17 

35 

Comparability  factor  for  births  — 1.26 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

(a)  Crude  12.7 

(b)  Corrected  16.0 

Ratio  of  local  adjusted  birth  rate  to  national  rate  1.00 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  of  total  live  births  11.0 

Still  Births:  4 males  (legitimate),  1 female  (legitimate)  5 
Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  still  and  live  births  15.0 

Infant  Deaths: 

Under  1 year  of  age...  3 males  2 females  Total  5 

Under  4 weeks  of  age...  2 „ 1 „ „ 3 

Under  1 week  of  age...  2 „ 1 „ „ 3 


Infant  Mortality  Rates: 

(a)  Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  16 

(b)  Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births  18 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate: 

Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births  9 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate: 

Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births  9 
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Peri-Natal  Mortality  Rate: 

Still-birth  and  deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 


- 1,000  total  live  and  still-births 25 

Maternal  Mortality  Nil 

Deaths: 

Male  Female  Total 

222  272  494 

Comparability  factor  for  deaths  0.63 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population: 

(a)  Crude  19.7 

(b)  Corrected  12.4 


Ratio  of  local  adjusted  death  rate  to  national  rate...  1.06 
Causes  and  ages  of  death 

There  was  one  death  of  a schoolchild  registered  during 
the  year,  the  cause  of  death  in  this  case  being  due  to 
leukaemia. 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  (494)  registered  during 
the  year,  308  were  in  respect  of  diseases  affecting  the  heart 
and  blood  vessels,  of  which  133  were  due  to  coronary 
thrombosis,  this  disease  being  the  highest  single  cause  of 
death.  94  deaths  were  due  to  malignant  disease,  of  which  17 
were  in  respect  of  cancer  of  the  lung.  This  is  an  increase 
over  the  previous  year,  when  12  deaths  from  this  cause  were 
registered.  13  of  the  deaths  from  lung  cancer  were  in  males, 
whilst  there  were  4 deaths  in  females.  9 of  the  persons  were 
in  the  age  range  65  to  74.  I will  not  reiterate  what  has  been 
said  many  times  before  by  medical  authorities  throughout 
the  world  regarding  the  relationship  between  cancer  of  the 
lung  and  the  smoking  of  cigarettes.  This  should  be  by  now 
well  known  to  everyone  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  if  more 
people  were  to  give  up  smoking,  or  at  least  change  to  the 
less  lethal  pipe  or  cigar,  incidence  of  this  disease  would 
decrease  proportionately. 

The  following  table  shows  the  chief  statistics  for  the 
past  8 years — 

1963  1964  1965  1966  1967  1968  1969  1970 

Population  22500  23490  23910  24170  24680  24990  25060  25100 

Birth  Rate: 

(a)  Crude  13-8  13-36  11-75  11-62  13-3  12-2  11-8  12-7 

(b)  Corrected  . 18-2  17-63  15-51  15-33  17-55  15-37  14-9  16-0 
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Infant  Mortality 

Rate  9-6  19*1  10-69  7 1 27  0 20  0 27  0 16-0 

Still-Birth  Rate...  9-5  6-3  27-67  20-9  3 0 6-4  17-0  15  0 

Death  Rate: 

(a)  Crude  19  1 17-7  17-44  19-48  17-8  17-2  20-9  19-7 

(b)  Corrected  . 11-6  10-78  10-46  11-49  10-32  10-8  13-2  12-4 

The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  were — 

Age  Group  Males  Females 

Under  4 weeks  2 1 

4 weeks  and  under  1 year  2 1 

1 — 4 0 0 

5—14  1 0 

15  — 24  2 1 

25  — 34  1 2 

35  — 44  2 1 

45  — 54  6 4 

55  — 64  38  21 

65  — 74  83  56 

75  and  over  85  238 

TOTAL  7 7 7 ^ ^22  325  = 547 
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The  causes  and  ages  of  death  are  shown  on  the  following  table— 


Cause  of  Death 
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Malignant  Neoplasm,  Buccal  Cavity, 
etc 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 
Leukaemia  

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

Other  Endocrine,  etc.,  Diseases 

Anaemias  

Other  Diseases  of  Blood,  etc 
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The  causes  and  ages  of  death  are  shown  on  the  following  table — 

AGES' 


Causes  of  Death 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  

Hypertensive  Disease  

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  

Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease  

Cerebrovascular  Disease  

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

Influenza  

Pneumonia  

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  

Asthma  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

Peptic  Ulcer  

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  
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The  causes  and  ages  of  death  are  shown  on  the  following  table 


Causes  of  Death 

X 

<u 

CO 

Total  all  ages 

Under  4 week 

4 weeks  and 
under  1 year 
1 year 

5 years  J 

15  years 

25  years  ^ 

35  years 

C/J 

45  years 

55  years 
65  years 

75  years 
and  over 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

1 

M| 

3 

1 1 1 i ! 1 

1 1 1 1 1 3| 

F |.... 

1 1 1 1 

lilt 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

| 

M| 

1 1 1 1 
1UI 1 1 

III! 

1 

....] 

1 

l 1 l l 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

M| 

till 
21 1 | | 

1 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 1 1 2 

F | 

11 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

1 

...| I....I Ul  1! 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

| 

M .. 

1 1 1 1 
1 ....  I 1 1 

1 

i 1 

1 1 1 1 1 I 

F | 

11  ■■  1 1 1 

III! 

••  1 
1 

ZiZiZuuiZi i 

i i i l l T 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

M ... 

1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 

! 

i i 

1 1 1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 1 1 

F | 

ii  ..i r 

i i i 

i ....  I 

i 

; 1 UUI 1 1 1 

1 I 1 | I 1 

Congenital  Anomalies  

M ... 

i i i 

i i i 

i ! 
1 ! 

1 1 1 1 1 1 

l 1 1 1 1 1 1 

F | 

2 1| | 

| ....  1 
1 

1 -.1 1 ■ 1 1 1M 

i i i i i i i 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc 

M| 

1|  1|....|  ... 

1 

1 

I 1 |.  i i i i 

I....1 1 1 1 1 1 

F | . 

1 1 ....  1 

1 

| 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Other  causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  

| 

M| 

1 1 1 
11  11 1 

1 

1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

F |. 

1 

i i i 

1.4 

i 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 I 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

Ml 

1 1 1 
1I.....1 1 

1 

i 

1 1 1 ! 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 UUI  1 

F | 

4|..„  | | .... 

i i i 

i 

i 

1 1 1! 1 1 Ul  3 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

M| 

1 1 1 
41  ...1 1 ... 

1 

i 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 ...  1 ....  1 ....  1 1 ! 1 21  1 

F | 

i 

3| 1 1 

i i i 

i 

i 

1 11 1 1 1 1 11  1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

All  other  Accidents 

1 

M| 

1 1 1 
2| | | 

i 

i 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

| | | | | | 1|  1 

F | 

9| i I 

i i i 

i 

i 

i i i i 11  11  3|  4 

i i i 1 i l l 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 
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M| 

1 1 l 

1|  ..-I  .-I 
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1 1 1 1 l 1 1 

i ui y i ii 

F | 
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1 1 1 
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i....i i i i i i 
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Total  All  Causes 

M| 

222i  2|  l'|.... 

r. 

2|  1 1 2|  81361851  85 

F | 
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272|  1 1|... 

1 i 

| 1!  2 1|  5|18|60l  182 

Combined  Total  
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The  Manager  of  the  Colwyn  Bay  Employment  Exchange 
has  very  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  details 
concerning  employment  and  unemployment  in  the  area — 


Unemployment  — 

Persons  aged  18 

and  over: 

Date 

Men 

Women 

Total 

9.  3.71  

438 

85 

523 

7.12.70  

455 

79 

534 

14.  9.70  

384 

54 

438 

8.  6.70  

361 

52 

413 

9.  3.70  

447 

91 

538 

9.  6.69  

327 

39 

366 

As  previously,  about  45%  of  males  were  aged  55  years 
and  over. 

While  winter  unemployment  shows  little  change  to 
date,  seasonal  “swing”  has  tended  to  be  smaller  in  the  last 
two  years,  with  some  reduction  in  the  demand  for  inexperi- 
enced women.  This  is  thought  to  be  due  in  part  to  the 
conversion  of  holiday  accommodation  to  self-service  flats. 

Employment  — Persons  aged  15  and  over: 

The  1969  survey  gave  the  following  totals  of  persons 
known  to  be  working  in  the  area,  both  by  way  of  employ- 
ment and  on  their  own  account — 

Males  Females  Total 

6,250  4,190  10,440 

This  is  a slight  decrease  as  compared  with  1968 — 
6,182  4,705  10,887 

(Signed)  A.  C.  STEPHENS,  Manager. 
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PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


I am  again  indebted  to  Dr.  Kingsley  Smith  and  his  staff 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway,  for  their  valuable 
assistance  and  helpful  advice  during  the  year.  1,327  speci- 
mens were  examined  by  the  Laboratory  during  the  year  and 
the  details  and  sources  of  these  specimens  are  indicated  in 
the  table  below — 


Water 

Samples 

Milk 

Samples 

Ice 

Cream 

Samples 

Nose  and 
Throat 
Swabs 

Faecal 

Specimens 

Miscel- 

laneous 

Total 

Health 

Department  19 

2 

20 



562 

228 

831 

Rydal  School  — 

— 

— 

51 

52 

7 

110 

Penrhos 

College  . . ----- 

— 

— - 

30 

174 

— 

204 

Medical 

Practitioners  — 

53 

129 

182 

Therapeutic  and  Prophylactic  Agents 

In  addition  to  carrying  out  bacteriological  and  virologi- 
cal  examinations  of  human  material  and  foodstuffs,  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  make  available  to  Local  Authority 
Health  Departments,  General  Practitioners  and  the  Hospital 
Service,  the  following — 

German  Measles:  Gamma  Globulin  obtainable  from  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Bryn  Hyfryd,  Conway  (Tel. 
Conway  2478). 

Typhus  vaccine,  rabies  vaccine  and  anthrax  vaccine,  for 
prophylactic  use  only,  held  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
126  Mount  Pleasant,  Liverpool  (Tel.  Royal  3636). 

Anthrax  vaccine  for  therapeutic  use  is  held  at  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Liverpool. 

Anthrax  anti-serum  is  held  at  the  C.  and  A.  Hospital,  Bangor 
(Tel.  Bangor  3321)  and  the  Maelor  General  Hospital,  Wrex- 
ham (Tel.  Wrexham  3512). 

Snake  anti-venom  and  also  Botulinum  anti-serum  are  held 
at  the  C.  and  A.  Hospital,  Bangor,  and  the  Maelor  General 
Hospital,  Wrexham. 
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Anti-vaccine  for  tropical  snakes  is  held  at  the  Dispensary, 
Royal  South  Hants,  and  Southampton  Hospital,  Southamp- 
ton (Tel.  Southampton  26211)  — 24  hour  service. 

Anti-yellow  fever  vaccine  is  obtainable  at  the  Regional 
Blood  Transfusion  Centre,  Hatton  Garden,  Liverpool  (Tel. 
Central  8433)  and  inoculations  are  given  by  appointment 
only. 

Anti-cholera,  anti-tetanus  and  whooping  cough  vaccine  must 
be  obtained  through  the  usual  trade  channels. 

Smallpox  vaccine  lymph  is  obtainable  from  the  Health 
Department,  Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay  (Tel.  55271). 

Pathological  and  Biochemical 

Doctors  send  specimens  from  patients  direct  to  the  Labora- 
tories of  the  Clwyd  and  Deeside  Hospital  Board  at  Colwyn 
Bay  and  Rhyl.  This  service  is  essentially  meant  to  help  in 
the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  sick  persons,  but  of  course 
diagnosis  can  have  a considerable  influence  on  prevention 
of  spread  to  other  persons. 

Water 

Water  comes  to  Colwyn  Bay  from  the  upland  gathering 
ground  in  Caernarvonshire.  It  collects  in  the  ample  reservoir 
at  Cowlyd  and  gravitates  through  decompression  tanks  and 
chlorination,  etc.  plant  to  the  main  parts  of  the  town. 
“Boosting”  is  necessary  to  re-raise  it  to  the  higher  areas. 

The  water  supply  is  not  only  abundant  at  all  times,  but 
it  is  satisfactory  in  quality.  In  its  natural  state,  it  is  very 
soft  and  tends  to  be  plumbosolvent,  so  alkali  is  added. 

Chemical 

The  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory  for  mains  water. 
The  fluoride  content  is  deficient  at  less  than  0.10  p.p.m. 

Analysis  of  sample  of  water  taken  in  the  Borough  on  5.4.71: 


Appearance  clear  and  colourless 

Odour  nil 

Reaction,  pH  6.7 

Colour  (Hazen  Units)  less  than  5 

p.p.m 

Total  solids  35 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia...  0.00 
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Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  0.04 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites  nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  0.5 

Chlorides,  as  Cl  6.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate 

in  4 hours  at  27°C  1.6 

Total  hardness  8.0 

Temporary  hardness  8.0 

Permanent  hardness  0 

Alkalinity  16 

Total  residual  chlorine  nil 

Free  available  chlorine  nil 

Potassium,  as  K 0.3 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  nil 

Manganese,  as  Mn  less  than  0.025 

Cyanides  and  thiocyanates  nil 

Poisonous  metals  nil 

Sodium  Carbonate  8.5 


Opinion:  The  chemical  condition  of  this  water  is  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  RUDDOCK  and  SHERRATT, 

Public  Analyst, 

30  Watergate  Street, 
Chester. 


Bacteriological 

Sampling  of  the  mains  water  throughout  the  Borough 
has  been  carried  on  periodically  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Tests  of  the  water  taken  throughout  the  year  at  the  Rhos 
Swimming  Pool  and  the  Rhos  Paddling  Pool  have  shown 
that  the  water  has  been  maintained  bacteriologically  safe. 

Chlorine  Test 

Chlorine  is  added  to  all  mains  water  before  it  reaches 
the  consumer.  This  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  harmful 
organisms  cannot  survive.  The  staff  of  the  Borough  Sur- 
veyor carry  out  periodic  examinations  of  tap  water  in  the 
Borough  to  record  the  presence  of  residual  chlorine. 
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Supply 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  M.  Campbell,  Engineer  to  the 
Conway  Valley  Water  Board,  for  the  following  information: 


RAINFALL 


Month 

Inches 

No.  of  days 
with  0.01  in. 
or  more 

January  

8.45  

17 

February  

12.00  

13 

March  

6.10  

11 

April  

13.10  

21 

May  

2.30  

10 

June  

2.54  

9 

July  

7.69  

16 

August  

9.74  

15 

September  

10.90  

13 

October  

10.10  

18 

November  

17.80  

23 

December  

6.49  

10 

107.21  176 


CONSUMPTION 


Million  Gallons 

January  49 

February  45 

March  51 

April  49 

May  53 

June  59 

July  57 

August  58 

September  53 

October  51 

November  49 

December  50 


624 

(Signed)  J.  M.  CAMPBELL,  Engineer  and  Manager. 


Milk 

Only  Pasteurised,  Tuberculin  tested  or  sterilised  milk 
is  sold  in  Colwyn  Bay.  Milk  is  tested  (a)  at  its  source  in  the 
farm  and  at  the  Collection  Stations  by  the  County  Public 
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Health  Inspector,  and  (b)  on  delivery  to  the  consumer  by 
the  Colwyn  Bay  Public  Health  Inspector.  Samples  are  tested 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Conway. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

As  in  previous  years,  the  Ambulance  Service  in  Colwyn 
Bay  is  administered  from  the  Control  Centre  at  the  Civic 
Centre  and  has  continued  to  be  supplemented  by  the  Colwyn 
Bay  Voluntary  Ambulance  Corps.  There  are  six  ambulances 
based  in  Colwyn  Bay  and  the  total  number  of  patients 
carried  during  the  year  was  15,085.  In  addition,  854 
patients  were  carried  in  sitting  case  cars,  whilst  3,808  pupils 
were  conveyed  in  this  way  to  special  schools  in  the  district. 
The  grand  total  of  persons  being  conveyed  by  the  Ambu- 
lance Service  during  the  year  was  19,747  and  the  total 
mileage  covered  amounted  to  136,998.  646  patients  were 
carried  by  the  Colwyn  Bay  Voluntary  Ambulance  Service, 
whilst  51  road  traffic  accidents  were  attended  by  the  volun- 
teers. Time  spent  on  voluntary  ambulance  operational  duty 
totalled  1,498  hours  and  the  total  miles  covered  by  this 
branch  of  the  service  was  13,126. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

I am  grateful  to  Mr.  D.  Hugh  Owens,  Chief  Inspector 
to  the  Denbighshire  County  Council  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  for  the  following  information — 

Particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  in  the  Borough  of  Colwyn  Bay  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1970: 


Not  Genuine  or 

Articles  No.  Taken  Genuine  Sub-Standard 


MILK  33 

Butter  2 

Margarine  1 

Cheese  Spread  1 

Meat  Pies  2 

Beef  Steak  in  gravy  ...  1 

Mincemeat  1 

Beef  Curry  with  rice  ...  1 

Sausage  rolls  2 

Sausages  2 

Soup  1 

Bread  1 


33 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 
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Articles 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine  or 
Sub-Standard 

Salad  Cream  

1 

1 

_ 

Honey  

1 

1 

— 

Tinned  Fruit  

1 

1 

— 

Jelly 

1 

1 

— 

Currants  

1 

1 

— 

Chocolate  

1 

— 

1 

Ice  Cream  

3 

3 

. — 

Ice  Lollies  

2 

2 

— 

Double  Cream  . 

1 

1 

— 

Soft  Drinks  

Champagne  Perry  and 

1 

1 

— 

Gin  

1 

1 

— 

Whisky  

2 

2 

— 

Cough  Mixture  . . 

1 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

65 

64 

1 

As  will  be  observed  from  the  table,  33  samples  of  milk 
and  32  samples  of  food  other  than  milk  were  taken  in 
Colwyn  Bay  Borough  during  the  year  under  review.  All  the 
samples  of  milk  were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  as 
being  genuine  and  further  tests  for  the  presence  of  anti- 
biotics revealed  a negative  result  in  each  instance. 

Only  one  sample  of  food  received  an  adverse  report. 
This  was  a sample  of  chocolate  which  was  found  to  contain 
a maggot  and  in  view  of  the  difficult  legal  circumstances 
concerning  the  issue,  the  matter  was  dealt  with  by  advice 
and  caution.  A number  of  consumer  complaints  were  made 
to  the  department  concerning  milk,  cheese,  meat  pies  and 
bread.  The  only  substantiated  issue  dealt  with  in  the  courts 
was  one  concerning  glass  in  a loaf  of  bread:  in  this  issue 
the  producer  concerned  was  prosecuted  and  convicted. 
Otherwise  all  samples  were  reported  as  being  genuine  and 
free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives,  colouring  matter,  etc. 

In  addition  to  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst, 
a great  deal  of  routine  work  on  the  examination  of  the 
various  labelling  provisions,  etc.  is  done  by  the  Inspectors  in 
their  day  to  day  duties.  This  is  a multi-purpose  function 
made  for  Weights  and  Measures,  Trade  Description,  etc., 
as  well  as  Food  and  Drugs  purposes.  Again,  informal 


19 


samples  of  milk  taken  from  vending  machines,  schools, 
welfare  homes,  hospitals,  etc.,  are  tested  within  the  depart- 
ment. During  the  year  in  question  all  such  tests  carried  out 
proved  satisfactory. 

(Signed)  D.  HUGH  OWENS, 


Ruthin  Road, 
Wrexham. 


Chief  Inspector, 

County  of  Denbigh. 


CLINICS 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows — 

(a)  At  Colwyn  Bay  Clinic,  Nant-y-Glyn  Road: 

Monday — 

Family  Planning.  z 

(This  is  provided  by  a voluntary  committee  but 
meets  in  the  Clinic  premises  and  co-ordinates  its 
work  with  other  work  of  the  Health  Department). 
Cytology  Clinic  — by  appointment  only. 

Tuesday — 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  — every  week 
2 p.m.  with  doctor. 

Thursday — 

Family  Planning  Clinic  — every  week  from 
7 - 8 p.m. 


Saturday — 

Ophthalmic  Clinic  for  schoolchildren, 
by  appointment. 

Chiropody  Clinics — 

These  are  held  at  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic  and  Tandder- 
wen,  Coed  Pella  Road,  for  women  from  60  years 
of  age,  men  from  65  years  of  age,  or  handicapped 
persons.  Attendance  is  by  appointment  only  on 
Monday,  Tuesday  afternoon,  Wednesday,  Thursday 
and  Friday  each  week. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinics  — By  appointment. 
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(b)  At  Llysfaen  Church  House: 

Monday — 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  — First  and  Third  Monday 
each  month  from  2 - 4 p.m. 


(c)  At  Mochdre  Village  Hall: 

Monday — 

Child  Welfare  Clinic  — Second  and  Fourth  Monday 
each  month  from  2 - 4 p.m. 

(d)  At  Church  House,  Elwy  Road,  Rhos-on-Sea: 

Tuesday  — Child  Welfare  Clinic  — Second  and  Fourth 
Tuesday  each  month  from  10.30  a.m.  - 12  noon. 


The  reorganisation  of  the  Child  Health  Clinics  has  now 
been  designed  to  follow  the  recommendation  of  the  Sheldon 
Report  and  thus  follow  the  pattern  of  contemporary  medical 
practice.  Many  of  the  past  functions  of  the  clinics  were 
products  of  a bygone  age  when  social  conditions  and  social 
services  were  very  different  to  those  of  today.  So  many 
routine  measures  so  beloved  of  our  grandmothers  must  give 
way  to  the  introduction  of  modern  techniques  in  assessing 
child  development. 

V.D.  Clinics  are  held  at  the  following  hospitals — 

Llandudno  General — 

Every  Thursday,  2.15  — 7 p.m.  Male  and  Female. 


Bangor  C.  & A. — 

Wednesday,  3 — 7 p.m.  Friday,  2.15  — 4.30  p.m. 
Male  and  Female. 

St.  Asaph — 

Tuesdays,  4.30  — 6.30  p.m.  Male  and  Female. 

DAY  NURSERIES 

There  are  no  Day  Nurseries  in  the  town,  but  there  ary 
five  Play  Groups  registered  with  the  Local  Health  Authority 
and  subject  to  the  Regulations  and  periodic  inspection  by 
officers  of  the  Health  Department. 
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IMMUNISATION 


Smallpox  Vaccinations 

During  the  year  162  persons  received  primary  vac- 
cination against  smallpox,  whilst  67  persons  were  re-vac- 
cinated. The  future  policy  endorsed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  is  that  routine  vaccination  against  smallpox  should 
be  discontinued.  In  future  this  form  of  prophylaxis  will  only 
be  offered  to  persons  at  special  risk. 

Triple  Antigen  (Diphtheria,  Tetanus  and  Whooping  Cough): 

210  children  were  vaccinated  with  triple  antigen  during 
the  year,  compared  with  104  children  during  the  previous 
year,  and  49  booster  doses  were  given,  compared  with  58 
during  the  previous  year.  In  addition,  18  children  were  given 
primary  doses  of  diphtheria  and  tetanus  only,  whilst  271 
children  were  given  booster  doses  with  this  agent. 

Poliomyelitis 

221  children  were  given  a primary  dose  of  poliomyelitis 
vaccine,  compared  with  170  during  the  previous  year,  whilst 
285  children  received  booster  doses  of  this  agent. 


Measles 

104  children  were  given  measles  vaccination  during 
the  year. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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Measles  163 

Whooping  Cough  29 

Tuberculosis  6 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Erysipelas  1 

Food  Poisoning  2 

TOTALS  202 


6 78  79  

2 11  16  

13 


8 89  97 


1 — 

2 3 


A total  of  202  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
during  the  year,  of  which  163  were  in  respect  of  Measles. 
6 cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  one  being  in  the  25  - 
45  age  group,  3 being  in  the  45  - 65  age  group  and  2 being 
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in  the  age  group  of  65  and  over.  Although  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  has  fallen  dramatically  throughout  the  years, 
these  notifications  serve  to  emphasise  that  the  disease  is  still 
present  in  the  community,  although  its  significance  is  very 
much  reduced  compared  with  a decade  or  so  ago.  Mortality 
from  the  disease  is  now  very  low  and  in  fact  during  the  year 
there  were  no  deaths  from  the  disease  registered  in  Colwyn 
Bay.  2 cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  and  these  were 
thoroughly  investigated  by  the  officers  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. Both  cases  occurred  in  the  same  family  and  from  the 
evidence  I was  satisfied  that  the  infection  was  acquired 
whilst  the  family  were  on  holiday  in  another  district. 

Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  the  Tuberculosis 


Register — 

On  Register 
1.1.70  31.12.70 

Pulmonary: 

Male  

21 

24 

Female  

20 

18 

Non-Pulmonary: 

Male  

3 

3 

Female  

8 

7 

52 

52 

Chest  Clinics 

Clinics  for  diseases  of  the  chest  are  held  at  Colwyn 
Bay  Hospital  on  the  first  Thursday  of  each  month  and  also 
on  the  second  and  fourth  Thursday  at  2 p.m. 
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Annual  Report  of 
Public  Health  Inspector 


It  gives  me  pleasure  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  environmental  health  circumstances  of  the  Borough  for 
1970. 

I must  first  of  all  pay  tribute  to  my  two  colleagues, 
Messrs.  W.  E.  Griffith  and  R.  N.  Squire  for  their  indefatigable 
efforts  to  attend  to  the  many  and  varied  problems  set  them 
during  my  temporary  absence  for  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year. 


The  increase  in  the  amount  of  grant  available  under  the 
Housing  Act,  1969,  has  increased  both  the  enquiries  and  the 
number  of  applications  for  grants  from  owner/occupiers  of 
substandard  property,  and  from  owners  for  the  conversion 
of  properties  into  self-contained  flats.  Regrettably  the 
tenanted  older  properties  lacking  amenities  have  not  been 
the  subject  of  many  enquiries  and  fewer  applications  for 
grants  have  been  made  by  the  owners. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  declaring  general 
improvement  areas  to  better  the  local  environment,  but 
unless  the  substandard  houses  lacking  basic  facilities  can 
be  simultaneously  modernised  this  would  hardly  prove  to 
he  a very  worthwhile  exericse. 

The  survey  to  establish  houses  in  multiple  occupation 
continued  on  a road  by  road  basis  and  the  majority  that  are 
found  have  been  provided  with  a reasonable  standard  of 
facility  for  the  use  of  the  occupants  and  there  is  little  or  no 
statutory  overcrowding.  However,  it  is  significant  that  none 
of  the  houses  had  adequate  means  of  escape  from  fire 
provided  and  obviously  families  occupying  upper  floors  are 
at  risk. 

The  new  food  hygiene  regulations  were  introduced 
during  1970  and  consolidated  the  previous  regulations. 

Prior  approval  of  premises  before  trading  has  unfortu- 
nately still  not  been  introduced  and  is  in  my  opinion  a 
serious  omission. 
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Similarly  the  medical  screening  of  all  staff  engaged  on 
the  food  trades  which  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  a condition 
of  employment,  had  not  been  included.  I am  convinced  that 
the  periodic  screening  of  all  personnel  after  sickness,  or 
holiday,  especially  abroad,  would  go  a very  long  way  to 
bringing  home  the  basic  facts  of  the  necessity  of  personal 
hygiene  and  of  strict  adherance  to  cleaning  and  sterilising 
techniques  and  requirements  to  all  concerned  in  the  food 
industry. 

The  question  of  the  temperature  at  which  perishable 
foods  are  kept  is  the  subject  of  further  research  and  there 
is  therefore  no  change  in  the  regulations. 

It  is  the  manufacturers  responsibility  to  supply  such 
foods  in  perfect  condition  and  the  retailers  duty  to  make 
certain  that  they  do  not  deteriorate  while  they  are  in  the 
shop.  A constant  vigil  is  maintained  to  see  that  such 
products  are  therefore  received  and  displayed  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year  an  investigation  into  the  freshness  of 
goods  delivered  and  displayed  for  retail  sale  was  undertaken 
and  revealed  an  urgent  need  for  a far  more  stringent  control 
of  products  from  manufacturer  to  retail  sale. 

Many  products  have  a coded  date  when  they  should  be 
withdrawn  from  sale  and  this  is  indicative  of  the  quality  as 
defined  by  the  manufacturer  and  when  they  consider  under 
average  conditions  of  storage  at  the  retail  outlet  that  the 
product  has  reached  its  ultimate  shelf  life. 

These  researches  have  established  a positive  argument 
for  the  open  dating  of  many  products  and  already  a number 
of  major  producers  and  retailers  have  responded  favourably 
since  the  nationwide  publicity  of  the  independent  investi- 
gations was  made. 

Unwrapped  perishable  foods,  sold  in  considerable 
quantity,  will  continue  to  present  a problem  and  a very 
strict  control,  especially  at  the  retail  outlet  is  very  necessary 
to  ensure  that  a fresh  wholesome  product  is  presented  to  the 
public. 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 


Complaints  received  and  attended  to  1662 

No.  of  Nuisance  found  820 

No.  of  Houses  which  were  inspected  for  nuisances  ...  240 

No.  of  Nuisances  abated  772 

No.  of  Nuisances  not  abated  but  work  in  hand  31 

No.  of  drains  and  fittings  tested  with  colour,  smell 

or  smoke  85 

No.  of  Revisits  to  Nuisances,  work  in  progress  etc.  ..  980 

No.  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  for  Nuisances 571 

No.  of  Formal  Notices  and  Orders  served  for 

Nuisances  6 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  36 

No.  of  Visits  to  Factories  without  mechanical  power  0 

No.  of  Visits  to  Schools  26 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Visits  140 

No.  of  Inspections  made  to  Dance  Halls,  Cinemas 

and  other  places  of  Entertainment  48 

No.  of  Enquiries  re.  Infectious  Diseases 36 

No.  of  Visits  re.  Water  Supply 18 

No.  of  Special  Housing  Inspections 11 

No.  of  Visits  to  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  301 

No.  of  Visits  re.  keeping  animals,  stables,  piggeries...  30 

No.  of  Inspections  re.  Rats  and  Mice  571 

No.  of  Visits  to  Camping  Sites,  Caravans,  etc 43 

SANITARY  DEFECTS 

No.  of  Stopped  Drains  67 

No.  of  Defective  Drains 21 

No.  of  Defective  or  Stopped  Septic  Tanks  or 

Cesspools  32 

No.  of  Defective  W.C.  Cisterns  and  Fittings  15 
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No.  of  Dirty  conditions  of  houses,  outhouses  and 

yards  22 

No.  of  Defective  or  new  Inspection  Chambers  36 

No.  of  Defective  Sink  and  Waste  Pipes  34 

No.  of  Burst  Water  Pipes  28 

No.  of  Defective  Roofs — Houses  and  Outbuildings...  46 

No.  of  Defective  Floors  and  Doors  in  Rooms  21 

No.  of  Defective  Paving  of  Yards  and  Outbuildings..  4 

No.  of  Defective  Eaves  and  Downspouting  31 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Nuisances  (outside)  26 

No.  of  Miscellaneous  Nuisance  (inside)  16 

No.  of  Defective  Yard  Surfaces/Pathways  3 

No.  of  Defective  Doors/Frames  12 

No.  of  Defective  Staircases  6 

No.  of  Accumulations  — manure  and  other  refuse  ...  22 

No.  of  Dilapidated  Ashbins  0 

No.  of  Defective  Plastering  of  Walls  and  Ceilings  . . . 28 

No.  of  Damp  Conditions  in  Houses 46 

No.  of  Insufficient  and  unsatisfactory  washing 

accommodation  1 

No.  of  New  pedestals  W.C 33 

No.  of  Defective  Grates  22 

No.  of  Defective  Chimneys  10 

No.  of  Defective  Window  Frames  etc 26 

No.  of  Drains  reconstructed 12 

No.  of  Sinks  discharging  to  surface  water  drain  2 
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No.  of  Unsatisfactory  keeping  of  Animals 6 

No.  of  Houses  in  multiple  occupation  contraventions  123 
Nuisances  from  other  than  Dwellings: 

Shops,  Offices,  Garages  and  Miscellaneous  66 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Little  progress  can  be  recorded  with  regard  to  the 
supply  of  towns  mains  water  to  a small  number  of  pro- 
perties in  the  rural  part  of  the  borough. 

The  few  houses  without  towns  mains  into  the  property 
are  all  awaiting  the  resolving  of  the  problem  of  the 
provision  of  a sewer  in  the  locality  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
will  be  achieved  in  the  near  future  and  that  the  properties 


will  all  immediately  be  modernised. 

Dwellings  without  mains  supply  into  house: 

Houses  on  common  standpipes  4 

Houses  on  individual  standpipes  2 

Property  supplied  by  wells  and  springs  13 

19 

No.  of  Water  Supplies: 


Bact.  Chem.  Sat.  Unsat. 

Town  mains  — — — — 

Sea  water  1 — — 1 

Wells  and  streams  2—1  1 

DRAINAGE 

Inspections  are  still  regularly  undertaken  on  property 
with  separate  systems  served  by  a common  inspection 
chamber  to  ensure  that  no  spillage  occurs  of  foul  water  into 
the  surface  water  system,  as  this  discharges  into  streams 
and  onto  the  foreshore. 

As  developers  are  building  and  providing  sewers  near 
to  older  properties  served  by  septic  tanks  it  is  anticipated 
that  link  sewers  will  be  provided  and  the  tanks  eliminated. 
Too  frequently  little  regard  is  had  of  the  existing  tanks 
when  approval  is  given  to  the  development  and  houses  are 
erected  very  close  to  them  with  the  consequence  that  com- 
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plaints  are  received  of  nuisance  from  odour  and  the  ponding 
of  sewage  on  the  land,  and  inevitably  the  emptying  vehicle 
cannot  approach  to  service  the  tank. 


SURFACE  WATER  OUTFALL,  DRAINAGE 

Inspections  of  private  properties  for  sullage  water 

gaining  access  to  surface  water  drains  240 

Choked  drains  found  and  reported  by  Department 

Operator  84 

Choked  drains  cleared  by  Department  Operator  67 

Defective  drains  reported  by  Department  Operator...  21 

Drain  Tests — 

(a)  Colour  74 

(b)  Smoke  Tests  11 

(c)  Hydraulic  — new  drains  0 

Choked  or  defective  Septic  Tanks  or  Cesspools 

inspected  32 

Burst  water  services  reported  28 

Choked  road  gullies  reported  126 

DISINFECTION 
Dwellings  disinfected — 

Domestic  11 

Business  0 

Infected  articles  treated  11 

Infected  articles  destroyed  0 

DISINFESTATION 

No.  of  Dwellings  disinfested  48 

No.  of  Business  premises  disinfested  0 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Energetic  measures  continue  to  be  taken  to  eradicate 
rats  and  mice  in  the  Borough. 

Regular  routine  inspections  are  made  of  all  premises 
where  an  infestation  is  likely. 

Permanent  poison  baiting  points  have  now  been  estab- 
lished in  sewers  in  these  problem  areas  with  a good  deal  of 
success. 
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All  farms  and  smallholdings  were  again  inspected 
during  the  spring  and  autumn  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  the  number  of  infestations  remained  very  low. 

Regular  baiting  is  undertaken  at  the  disposal  tip  and 
poison  treatments  given  whenever  necessary. 

The  two  dogs  owned  by  the  rodent  operator  have 
proved  of  great  value,  especially  in  flushing  out  any  rat  that 
has  not  established  itself  at  a property  or  in  indicating 
infestations  in  overgrown  areas. 

No  resistance  to  the  rodenticides  in  use  has  been  found 
with  rates  or  mice,  but  a careful  watch  is  being  maintained 
especially  with  mice  infestations  which  appear  slow  to  be 
eliminated,  usually  associated  with  commercial  premises 
with  an  alternative  source  of  food. 

PEST  CONTROL 

Feral  pigeons  had  again  started  to  increase  in  numbers 
and  by  a series  of  successful  treatments  have  been  drasti- 
cally reduced. 

However,  it  is  patently  obvious  that  if  the  public  will 
insist  on  feeding  these  birds  in  public  places  the  birds  will 
start  to  nest  again  and  they  rapidly  increase  in  number. 

These  foolish  people  will  not  understand  the  amount  of 
damage  these  birds  cause  to  property  on  which  they  roost 
and  nest,  apart  from  the  hazard  of  the  diseases  associated 
with  the  birds. 

Rodent  Disinfestation: 

Number  of  main  sewer  manholes  test-baited 301 

Number  of  main  sewer  manholes  poison 


treatment  required  157 

Inspections  of  sewer  manholes  386 


Corporation  Estates: 

Poison 

Test  Treatment 

Manholes  and  Inspection  Chamber  baited  required 

Number  inspected  and  treated  ...  240  136 

No,  of  Properties  visited: 

Business  premises  28  Rats  10  Mice  18 

Private  dwellings  40  19  21 

Agricultural  properties  26  7 

Number  of  Treatments  in  Tip  Areas  53 

Number  of  Treatment  on  Tip  28 
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Farms: 

Visited  28 

No.  of  Infestations 14 


Stables: 

Visited  

No.  of  Infestations  

Unsatisfactory  Conditions 


Piggeries: 

Visited  1 

No.  of  Infestations  1 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  0 

Poultry  Keepers: 

Poultry  Keepers  (known)  and  visited  1 

No.  of  Infestations  1 

Unsatisfactory  Conditions  0 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 
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CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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FACTORIES 


The  principal  control  over  factory  conditions  is  the 
H.M.  Factory  Inspectorate  and  by  co-operation  they  inform 
us  of  anything  outstanding  and  we  reciprocate  in  respect  of 
food  factories,  which  primarily  are  our  concern. 

Unsatisfactory  conditions  and  any  defects  noted  are 
generally  given  immediate  attention  by  managements. 

The  number  of  outworkers  in  the  Borough  — Nil. 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  advisory  service  of  the  department  is  available  to 
all  the  food  traders  and  is  concerned  with  the  problems  of 
the  fitness  of  food,  the  quality  and  freshness  of  the  food,  the 
production  and  processing  methods,  the  packaging,  storage 
and  trading  techniques,  including  the  distribution,  display 
and  stock  rotation  problems. 

This  service  is  utilised  by  many  of  the  food  traders  but 
it  is  also  a service  which  is  of  considerable  benefit  to  the 
housewife,  and  is  indeed  the  most  important  part  of  what  is 
now  commonly  termed  “consumer  protection”. 

Each  year  sees  changes  bringing  additional  legislation 
dealing  with  the  quality  of  food  and  food  hygiene,  and  is 
closely  associated  with  the  technical  advances  in  the 
methods,  manufacture,  storage  and  presentation  of  food  for 
sale. 


Eighteen  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  foods 
either  containing  foreign  matter,  affected  by  mould  growth, 
or  which  were  out  of  condition. 

Each  incident  was  carefully  investigated  and  in  no 
instance  was  it  decided  that  proceedings  be  taken,  but  that 
the  manufacturer,  retailer  or  person  responsible  for  the  cir- 
cumstance be  severely  censured  and  warned  of  the  intention 
to  take  legal  proceedings  in  any  further  instance. 

Attention  to  those  matters  of  contravention  of  the  regu- 
lations was  generally  given  quickly  without  formal  notices 
being  served.  However,  in  two  instances  it  was  necessary 
that  the  premises  be  closed  voluntarily  in  order  to  remedy 
the  circumstances;  alternatively  the  proprietor  would  have 
been  prosecuted  and  formal  closing  of  the  premises  sought. 


34 


All  the  outstanding  requirements  were  in  both  instances 
attended  to  and  the  standards  in  both  establishments  have 
since  been  maintained  satisfactorily. 

Foreign  Matter  Mould 

Number  Number 


Home  produced 

Imported 

food 

food 

Bread  

2 

0 

3 

Confectionery 

0 

0 

1 

Sweets  

2 

0 

0 

Meat  Pie  

1 

0 

1 

Luncheon  Meat  . . 

1 

0 

0 

Cheese  Rolls  

0 

0 

1 

Tinned  Meat  

1 

1 

0 

Cheese 

0 

0 

2 

Fresh  Fruit  and 

Vegetables  .. 

0 

0 

2 

7 

1 

10 

Regular  inspections  of  all  food  premises  are  undertaken 
which  are  now  becoming  more  involved  due  to  the  additional 
Acts  and  Regulations  to  which  the  premises  are  subjected. 
Our  advice  regarding  compliance  with  these  Regulations  is 
being  constantly  sought. 


No. 

Premises  visits  Notices 

Food  preparing  premises  82  3 

Fried  fish  shops  25  2 

Butcher  shops  51  4 

General  provisions  49  1 

Ice  Cream  premises  35  10 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc 93  6 

Dairies  27  1 

Canteens  22  0 

Nursing  Homes  15  0 

School  Canteens  5 0 

Wet  Fish  Shops  and  Poulterers  26  0 

Greengrocers  27  3 

Vending  Machines  12  0 

Mobile  Shops,  Vehicles  14  0 

Meat  Transportation  12  6 


Wholesale/Retail  Distribution  Vehicles...  33  0 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960: 

Offences  Convictions 
No.  No. 


1.  Part  II  General  Requirements  13 

2.  Part  III  Requirements  relating  to 

persons  engaged  in  the 

handling  of  food  9 

food  premises  8 


Totals  30 


Without  the  service  of  formal  notices  all  offences  were 
quickly  remedied  by  agreement. 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 
Regulations,  1966: 


1.  Part  II  General  Requirements  2 

2.  Part  III  Requirements  relating  food 

handlers  and  the  handling 
of  food  0 

3.  Part  IV.  Requirements  relating  to 

markets  and  stalls  and 
delivery  vehicles  4 

Totals  6 


Attention  to  these  matters  was  quickly  given  without 
formal  notices  having  to  be  used. 

Routine  bacteriological  examination  of  foodstuffs, 
together  with  bacteriological  swabs  of  the  premises,  is  being 
undertaken  to  ensure  the  continuing  high  standard. 

Bacteriological  swabbing 

Such  swabbing  was  continued  this  year  as  it  was  felt 
that  this  approach  to  food  hygiene  is  essential  as  opinions 
formed  during  the  inspection  of  establishments  and  working 
procedures  are  largely  based  on  subjective  estimates. 

The  results  of  such  swabs  can  be  of  material  assistance 
in  checking  that  cleaning  and  sterilising  techniques  are 
adequate  and  that  cross  contamination  is  being  avoided. 
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Swabs  taken  126:  No.  satisfactory  55:  No.  unsatisfactory  71 

There  are  no  statutory  standards  established  and  the 
department  has  adopted  what  are  considered  to  be  suitable 
bacteriological  standards  for  the  different  services  and 
equipment  in  different  types  of  premises. 

It  must  not  be  construed  from  the  apparent  high 
incidence  of  unsatisfactory  samples  that  there  is  a poor 
standard  in  the  food  preparing  premises  in  the  borough. 

Naturally  this  work  is  undertaken  during  normal  work- 
ing hours  so  that  the  food  handler  becomes  involved  and 
can  appreciate  what  is  happening. 

Generally  any  recommendations  made  have  been 
accepted,  but  only  by  regular,  repeated  visits  can  these 
standards  be  maintained  or  improved. 

I must  again  record  my  appreciation  of  the  co-operation 
that  the  inspectorate  has  received  from  managements  during 
visits  to  their  premises. 

Bacteriological  Sampling: 

Results  of  Ice  Cream  samples — ■ 

Grade  Mobiles  Premises 

I II  III  IV  I II  III  IV 

Soft  Ice  Cream  5 2 3 — 2 — 1 — 

Other  Ice  Cream  — — — — 14  2 3 — 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  town  and 
all  premises  are  using  retail  pre-packed  ice  cream.  There 
are  three  soft  ice  cream  operators  in  the  town  and  by  the 
results  obtained  all  machines  are  maintained  in  a good 
hygienic  state. 

All  the  mobile  ice  cream  vendors  who  operate  in  the 
town  are  from  immediately  adjoining  Authorities  where 
sampling  regularly  takes  place  at  source  and  the  results  are 
made  known  to  me.  Nevertheless  they  are  inspected  in  the 
town  for  general  cleanliness  and  the  provision  of  adequate 
facilities.  Again  it  is  apparent  that  any  poor  results  obtained 
from  ice  cream  can  be  attributed  in  the  majority  of  cases  to 
bad  hygiene  in  serving. 
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Other  Foods 


Sample 

No.  Taken 

No.  Unsatisfactory 

Sausages  (all  types)  .. 

6 

0 

Meat  Pies  

20 

0 

Sliced  Meats  

10 

4 

Fresh  Cream  

25 

0 

Milk  

5 

0 

Frozen  Foods  

12 

4 

Poultry  (Chickens) 

24 

0 

Other  Foods  

18 

8 

Pet  Foods  

2 

0 

Chicken  Heads  

227 

24 

Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned: 

Tons 

Cwt. 

lbs. 

1. 

Meat  at  Slaughterhouses  

— 

8 

35 

2. 

Meat  at  Wholesale  Premises  . . . 

— 

— 

40 

3. 

Meat  at  Retail  Shops 

— 

— 

106 

4. 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

— 

1 

54 

5. 

Canned  Meats  

— 

1 

6 

6. 

Other  Canned  Foods  

— 

8 

95 

7. 

Fish  (fresh)  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Fruit  and  Vegetables  (fresh)  ... 

— 

7 

105 

9. 

Frozen  Foods  

— 

10 

53 

10. 

Poultry  

— - 

1 

65 

11. 

Other  Foods  

— 

1 

104 

Retailing  of  Frozen  Foods: 

Since  the  issue  of  a “Code  of  Practice”  it  is  pleasing  to 
report  that  this  has  been  accepted  and  generally  adhered  to, 
although  it  is  still  necessary  to  instruct  new  personnel  on 
the  subject. 

Following  our  intensive  instructions  no  frozen  poultry 
was  found  to  have  been  taken  out  of  refrigeration  for 
display  on  counters  and  in  windows  this  year. 

Managements  are  now  well  aware  of  the  potential 
dangers  of  this  thoroughly  bad  practice. 

It  is  regrettable  that  so  few  birds  have  precise  instruc- 
tion on  the  wrappers  in  respect  of  the  need  for  adquate 
thawing  and  cooking  of  this  type  of  poultry. 

Retailing  Foods  from  Warm  Display  Cabinets: 

Following  the  survey  of  these  cabinets  in  use  the 
previous  year  it  was  found  that  the  majority  were  now  being 
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more  exactly  operated  and  that  multiple  reheatings  were  not 
so  frequent  as  a responsible  person  took  charge  of  the 
machine. 

The  staff  in  all  premises  were  again  instructed  how  to 
operate  these  cabinets  at  adequate  temperatures,  to  keep 
them  continuously  switched  on  until  the  end  of  the  day  and 
then  to  remove  all  old  products  for  rapid  cooling  and  to 
ensure  proper  stock  rotation. 

On  no  occasions  were  commodities  in  these  units  either 
out  of  date  or  unsatisfactory. 

Poultry 

The  continuous  monitoring  of  fresh  chicken  heads  to 
determine  the  presence  of  salmonellae  organisms  has  been 
adopted  as  a routine  in  an  endeavour  to  show  to  the 
producer,  distributor  and  retailer  the  need  to  reduce  the 
incidence  of  salmonellae  in  poultry  and  to  reinforce  the 
statements  previously  made  of  the  high  risk  of  cross- 
contamination in  shops  retailing  poultry  and  raw  and/or 


cooked  meats. 

No.  of  chicken  heads  taken  227 

No.  satisfactory  203 

No.  unsatisfactory  24 

Milk  Supplies 


One  multiple  company  operates  the  one  large  dairy 
establishment  for  the  pasteurisation  of  milk  in  the  borough 
and  is  the  major  distributor  of  milk.  There  are,  however, 
three  other  retail  rounds  operating  independently  including 
one  producer/retailer. 

Milk  is  sold  directly  to  campers  at  two  farms  during 
the  season,  and  all  the  milk  vending  machines  are  operated 
by  one  farmer.  All  this  milk  is  untreated.  Continual  sur- 
veillance of  these  herds  to  control  brucellosis,  which  remains 
a definite  health  hazard,  is  undertaken  by  the  County 
Public  Health  Officer,  Mr.  Button. 

Abattoir  — Meat  Supplies 

The  abattoir  now  leased  to  a private  company  ensures 
that  meat  is  slaughtered  locally  both  by  a wholesaler  and 
any  private  butcher  who  wishes  to  undertake  his  own 
slaughtering. 
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The  refrigerated  units  provided  by  the  wholesale  com- 
pany, F.M.C.  (Meat)  Ltd.,  have  proved  an  essential  feature 
of  the  premise  ensuring  that  meat  supplies  both  home-killed 
and  frozen  are  available  at  any  time  they  are  required. 


It  was  hoped  that  with  these  units  installed  weekend 
slaughtering  would  cease,  but  unfortunately  that  has  not 
occurred,  although  it  has  been  curtailed  to  a Saturday 
morning. 


100%  meat  inspection  was  maintained  throughout  the 
year  although  this  again  entailed  considerable  overtime 
work  for  the  inspectorate  in  the  evenings  and  at  weekends. 


The  meat  produced  here  is  of  an  excellent  quality. 
General  slaughtering  practice  is  very  good  and  although 
there  was  a good  deal  of  opposition  encountered  from  the 
slaughtermen  about  the  discontinuance  of  the  use  of  wiping 
cloths  this  has  generally  been  overcome.  Paper  cloths  used 
only  once  for  the  final  wipedown  after  water  spraying  have 
proved  an  excellent  substitute  without  any  of  the  previous 
hazards. 


Good  relations  have  been  maintained  between  the  con- 
trolling company,  the  wholesalers  and  private  butchers,  and 
all  the  various  traders  using  the  premises,  although  enforced 
changes  of  staff  caused  concern  at  times. 


Cysticerus  Bovis 

During  the  year  there  has  been  no  instance  of  any 
carcase  being  infested  by  this  condition. 

Drain  Swabs  Examined 

Regular  swabbing  of  the  drains  at  the  abattoir  is  under- 
taken to  establish  the  existence  of  any  food  poisoning 
organism  and  contamination.  23  drain  swabs  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 
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NO.  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AT  THE  ABBATTOIR 

DURING  1970 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle,  Ox 
Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  & 
Lambs 

Sows 

Pigs 

No.  Killed  

1727 

20 

3 

12980 

11 

3298 

No.  Inspected 

1727 

20 

3 

12980 

11 

3298 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  

Carcases  of  which 

1 

1 

2 

11 

0 

21 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

276 

11 

0 

549 

0 

232 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected 
with  diseases  other 

than  tuberculosis. . . 16  • 03 

60 

66 -6 

4-31 

0 

7-61 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Carcases  of  which 

some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

Percentage  of  number 

inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0-66 

UNSOUND  MEAT  FROM  ABATTOIR 

The  majority  of  carcases  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  were  received  as  casualty  animals. 


Beef 

0 Cows  — Gen.  T.B Nil 

1 Cow  — Other  Diseases  6261bs 

0 Oxen  — Gen.  T.B Nil 

1 Oxen  — Other  Diseases  1751bs 

0 Part  Carcase  — L.T.B.  Nil 

12  Part  Carcases  — Other  Diseases  6121bs 

0 Lung,  Livers,  etc.  — L.T.B Nil 

264  Lungs,  Livers,  etc.  — Other  Diseases  27201bs 
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Pork 

21  Pigs  — Other  Diseases  18861bs 

0 Pigs  — Gen.  T.B Nil 

0 Sows  — Other  Diseases  Nil 

22  Part  Carcases  — L.T.B 3451bs 

19  Part  Carcases  — Other  Diseases  4381bs 

0 Plucks  and  Livers  — T.B Nil 

191  Plucks  and  Livers  — Other  Diseases  8101bs 

Veal 

0 Calves  — Gen.  T.B Nil 

2 Calves  — Other  Diseases  2041bs 

0 Part  Carcases  — L.T.B Nil 

1 Part  Carcases  — Other  Diseases  31bs 

0 Plucks  — T.B Nil 

2 Plucks  — Other  Diseases  81bs 

Mutton  and  Lamb 

11  Carcases  (emaciation,  etc.)  3451bs 

8 Part  Carcases  (bruises,  etc)  731bs 

541  Heads,  Plucks,  Livers  7861bs 


ANIMAL  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS 

There  are  now  only  two  licensed  kennels  operating  in 
the  borough.  They  are  both  regularly  inspected  and  very 
well  conducted.  Again  no  complaints  have  been  recorded 
about  them  from  patrons  or  from  neighbours. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  three  premises  registered  under  this  Act. 
They  are  all  regularly  inspected  and  conditions  have  always 
been  found  satisfactory. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT 

Some  six  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  noise 
from  contractors  plant,  especially  road  breakers  being 
operated  without  being  adequately  muffled.  It  was  necessary 
on  a number  of  other  occasions  to  require  the  fitting  of 
mufflers  to  such  equipment  and  invariably  this  was  because 
the  company  hiring  the  plant  and  equipment  had  not 
provided  these  mufflers. 

All  contractors  operating  in  the  borough  with  their  own 
plant  have  continued  to  co-operate  with  the  department  in 
this  respect  as  have  the  public  service  utilities. 
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A series  of  complaints  of  alleged  noise  nuisance  from 
three  industrial  concerns  called  for  intensive  investigation. 
In  no  instance  was  a statutory  nuisance  established.  I am 
pleased  to  record  that  the  managements  in  each  instance 
took  the  recommended  remedial  action  to  stop  any  possible 
annoyance  to  their  neighbours. 

PUBLIC  PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT 

All  such  premises  licensed  were  inspected  at  various 
times  during  the  year  and  very  few  minor  items  were  found 
requiring  attention,  which  was  given  without  delay. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  patrons  using  such 
premises  during  the  year. 

SWIMMING  POOL 

There  are  two  privately  operated  and  one  municipal 
pool  in  the  Borough  and  one  municipally  controlled  child- 
ren’s paddling  pool. 

They  are  now  all  operated  satisfactorily  and  since  they 
all  have  water  purification  plant  installed  the  water  standard 
is  most  satisfactory. 

Regrettably  the  problem  of  vandalism  at  the  extremely 
popular  paddling  pool  is  still  of  concern  and  adds  to  the 
difficulties  of  maintaining  the  high  standard  demanded. 


Sampling 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 

Swimming  Pools...  16 

— 

14 

Paddling  Pools 

12 

2 

14 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  general  circumstances 
regarding  the  control  of  atmospheric  pollution  in  the 
Borough. 


No  complaints  have  been  received  in  respect  of  any  of 
the  commercial  boilers  in  service. 

Four  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  in 
respect  of  the  burning  of  garden  refuse  which  can  cause  a 
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great  deal  of  annoyance  to  a neighbourhood.  There  is  no 
excuse  and  no  necessity  to  fire  garden  rubbish  which  can  be 
composted,  or  if  this  is  impracticable  it  can  be  removed  to 


the  tip. 

CARAVANS  AND  CAMPING 

Total  number  of  visits  to  all  sites  and  camps  43 

Total  number  of  site  licences — 

Individual  5 

Multiple  10 

Touring  1 

Total  number  of  caravans/chalets  260 

Number  of  caravans  permitted  on  the  touring  site  35 

Number  of  sites  on  which  no  caravans  are  stationed  ...  3 

Number  of  sites  for  gypsies  or  itinerants  0 

Number  of  contraventions  1 

Number  of  contraventions  remedied  informally  1 

Number  of  licensed  tent  sites  0 

Number  of  residential  caravan  sites  0 

Number  of  certified  holiday  sites  for  exempted  caravan 

organisations  2 

Number  of  tent  sites  permitted  for  holiday  use  2 


All  the  sites  are  very  well  conducted  and  few  problems 
arise.  The  vast  majority  of  caravans  are  owner  occupied  and 
little  sub-letting  occurs.  These  owners  maintain  their  vans 
in  excellent  condition  and  tend  the  gardens  about  the  vans 
with  pride. 

The  permitted  short  term  use  of  unlicensed  farm  sites 
has  again  required  a good  deal  of  time  having  to  be  spent 
ascertaining  that  the  permitted  number  of  three  and  the 
time  allowed,  of  twenty-eight  days  in  twelve  months,  is  not 
exceeded.  Generally  farmers  are  now  fully  familiar  with 
these  requirements  and  observe  them. 

There  is  still  obviously  a need  for  further  sites  for 
touring  caravans  similar  to  the  one  recently  approved  of 
in  the  Borough  which  was  fully  utilised  during  the  summer 
season. 

Tented  camps  used  by  organised  parties  are  invariably 
very  well  conducted  and  create  no  problems.  However,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  the  existing  legislation  is  totally  indaequate 
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in  respect  of  the  other  unlicensed  tent  sites  and  it  ought  to 
be  amended  to  be  similar  to  that  for  caravan  sites. 

Two  sites  are  particularly  popular  and  the  farmers  have 
co-operated  with  the  department  in  providing  a minimum 
facility.  Unfortunately  these  are  hardly  adequate  and  there 
is  also  quite  a degree  of  vandalism  of  these  facilities.  Fewer 
complaints  have  been  received  about  these  tent  sites  and 
again  they  are  in  respect  of  the  amenity  and  noise  aspects 
over  which  there  is  little  control. 

RENT  ACT 

No  enquiries  have  been  made  to  the  Department  this 
year  either  by  tenants  or  landlords.  With  fewer  rented 
houses  each  year  it  would  appear  that  those  generally  with 
reasonable  facilities  are  being  better  maintained  than 
previously. 

Amongst  the  more  elderly  tenants  there  is  still  the 
unfounded  but  very  real  fear  of  being  forced  out  of  their 
homes  should  they  complain  to  the  local  authority. 


Applications  for  Certificates  0 

Number  issued  0 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlord 0 

Applications  for  cancellations  of  certificates  0 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  0 


QUALIFICATION  CERTIFICATES 

The  number  of  applications  is  relatively  few  consider- 
ing that  landlords  can  increase  rents  subject  to  certain 
conditions,  including  the  provision  of  standard  amenities  and 
proper  maintenance,  subject  to  the  age,  character  and 
location  of  the  property. 


A.  In  respect  of  property  to  which  improvements  are 

to  be  effected: 

No.  of  applications  2 

No.  of  provisional  certificates  approved  2 

No.  of  qualification  certificates  approved  after 
issue  of  provisional  certificate  0 

B.  In  respect  of  property  already  provided  with 
standard  amenities. 

No.  of  applications  32 

No.  of  qualification  certificates  issued  26 

No.  refused  1 
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C.  Exemption  for  low  income  tenants: 

No.  of  certificates  issued  0 

HOUSING 

There  are  not  considered  to  be  any  individually  unfit 
houses  to  be  dealt  with,  although  there  may  be  a number  of 
parts  of  large  properties  that  can  fall  into  this  category  as 
the  survey  will  determine. 

The  number  of  sub-standard  houses  has  not  substanti- 
ally reduced  this  year  although  many  enquiries  have  been 
received  regarding  the  increased  amount  of  grants  available. 
Many  of  these  older  properties  are  occupied  by  retired 
people  who  cannot  afford  to  modernise  and  who  do  not  want 
to  face  the  upset  involved. 

The  facts  regarding  the  availability  and  amounts  of 
improvement  grants  or  the  impact  on  the  rent  has  to  be 
taken  to  the  occupiers  of  this  type  of  property.  Information 
as  to  drawing  up  plans,  submitting  applications  for  approval 
has  to  be  given  and,  slowly  but  surely,  fewer  substandard 
properties  remain  without  the  basic  facilities. 

There  are  few  basement  accommodations  occupied  and 
these  are  all  satisfactory. 

Continued  progress  was  made  in  the  field  of  houses  in 
multiple  occupation  during  the  year  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  such  property  and  the  following  statistics  have  been 


recorded. 

No.  of  visits  made  during  the  year  301 

No.  of  houses  established  in  multi-occupation  during  the 

year  80 

No.  of  houses  established  in  multi-occupation  requiring 

means  of  escape  80 

No.  of  houses  established  in  multi-occupation  requiring 

additional  facilities  20 

No.  of  re-visits  to  houses  previously  registered  143 

No.  of  houses  re-visited  provided  with  means  of  escape  42 


No.  of  houses  re-visited  with  work  in  hand  for  means  of 
escape  
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It  must  be  appreciated  that  this  is  proving  quite  a task 
and  negotiations  can  become  protracted  due  often  to  chang- 
ing circumstances  in  adjoining  properties. 

Simultaneously  boarding  houses  and  small  hotels 
requiring  means  of  escape  from  fire  under  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  are  also  being  surveyed. 

Considerable  work  has  to  be  undertaken  by  the  Fire 
Authority  in  the  visiting  of  these  properties  and  preparing 
of  the  specification  for  means  of  escape  from  fire,  etc., 
and  I must  again  acknowledge  the  close  and  continued 
co-operation  in  this  field  by  the  Chief  Officer  and  his  fire 
prevention  staff. 

Finally,  the  problem  of  the  improvement  of  the  rela- 
tively few  houses  in  the  rural  part  of  the  Borough  is  slowly 
being  resolved,  but  due  to  a problem  in  regard  to  the  pro- 
vision of  a sewer  to  one  locality  the  night  soil  service  will 
obviously  not  be  withdrawn  at  the  end  of  the  financial  year 
1970-71.  However,  it  is  hoped  that  continued  progress  will 
be  made  and  the  matter  resolved  in  the  early  future. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS 
1.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 


i.  Houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  0 

ii.  Houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance  Areas  ...  0 

iii.  Houses:  Unfit  and  Closed: 

(a)  Number  of  Houses  4 

(b)  Number  of  Separate  Dwellings  4 

(c)  Parts  of  Buildings  closed  0 

iv.  Number  of  Persons  displaced 25 

v.  Number  of  Families  displaced  7 

vi.  Unfit  Houses  made  fit: 

(a)  After  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  37 

(b)  After  formal  notice  under  the  Housing  Acts  0 

(c)  After  formal  notice  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  0 

vii.  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied: 

(a)  After  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  49 
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(b)  After  formal  notice  under  the  Housing  Acts  0 

(c)  After  formal  notice  under  the  Public 

Health  Acts  0 

(d)  In  default  by  the  Local  Authority 0 

viii.  Number  of  demolition  orders  revoked  0 

Number  of  closing  orders  determined  3 

2o  Improvement  Grants 

i.  Number  of  Discretionary  Grants 30 

ii.  Number  of  Standard  Grants  26 

iii.  Number  of  Improvement  Areas  0 

iv.  Number  of  properties  included 

in  Improvement  Areas  0 

3.  New  Property 

i Number  of  Houses  built  by  Private  Enterprise...  64 

ii.  Number  of  Houses  built  by  Local  Authority  ...  55 

iii.  Number  of  Flats  built  by  Local  Authority  0 

4.  Total  number  of  houses  surveyed  for  housing  defects 

under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  193 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

Six  new  registrations  were  recorded  and  three  premises 
left  the  Register  either  by  closure  or  reducing  the  number 
of  staff  employed  so  that  they  no  longer  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  Act. 

Co-operation  in  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Acts  was  very  good. 


No.  of  Registered  Premises  446 

No.  of  General  Inspection  6 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  42 


ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 


Cleanliness  1 

Overcrowding  0 

Temperature  8 

Ventilation  0 

Lighting  3 

Sanitary  Conveniences...  1 . . . 

Washing  Facilities  1 

Drinking  Water  0 


Floors,  passages  and 


stairs  8 

Fencing  exposed 

machinery  0 


Protection  of  young 
persons  from 
dangerous  machinery  0 
Training  of  young 

persons  0 
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Clothing 

Accommodation  0 

Seating  — 

Sedentary  Workers  ...  0 

Eating  Facilities  0 


Prohibition  of  heavy 


work  0 

First  Aid  10 

Other  matters 12 


No  exemption  from  providing  facilities  was  applied  for 
and  none  granted. 


Reported  Accidents 

One  accident  was  reported  during  the  year.  This  was 
not  directly  associated  with  the  Act  and  no  action  was  taken. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  regular  weekly  service  for  the  collection  of  refuse 
was  disrupted  after  the  staff  took  industrial  action  during 
the  summer  and  later  went  on  strike  for  thre  weeks  during 
the  autumn. 

The  public  quickly  availed  themselves  of  paper  sacks 
from  the  various  distribution  outlets  and  many  brought  their 
refuse  to  the  tip.  Unfortunately  instead  of  depositing  the 
refuse  on  the  tip  itself  many  indiscriminately  threw  the 
rubbish  anywhere  and  quickly  caused  a chaotic  scene,  fortu- 
nately without  any  serious  mishap  to  themselves  or  cars. 

This  heap  of  refuse  went  on  fire  halfway  through  the 
strike  period  and  had  to  be  contained  quickly  due  to  its 
close  proximity  to  the  main  road  and  farm  buildings  across 
the  road. 

The  back-log  of  work  was  quickly  recovered  and  a 
weekly  service  restored. 

The  final  application  of  the  paper  sack  system  to  Old 
Colwyn  and  Llysfaen  was  achieved  during  the  year  and  the 
collection  rounds  were  consequently  re-organised. 

The  staff  now  engaged  on  the  three  domestic  rounds 
included  3 drivers  and  10  loaders.  They  operated  two  35/50 
cu.  yd.  Dennis  Paxit  Major  and  one  25/40  cu.  yd.  Dennis 
Paxit  III  C continuous  loading  refuse  collection  vehicles 
powered  with  diesel  engines. 

The  two  Paxit  Major  vehicles  were  delivered  late  in  the 
year  to  replace  two  old  18/24  cu.  yd.  Paxit  II  vehicles  which 
have  given  sterling  service  for  over  ten  years. 
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The  commercial  centres  are  serviced  by  a driver  and 
two  loaders  operating  a Dennis  Paxit  III  C diesel  powered 
continuous  loading  vehicle. 

In  order  to  cope  with  the  extra  work  during  the  holiday 
season  a bonus  was  paid  to  the  staff  by  agreement  and 
worked  satisfactorily  until  the  national  unrest  amongst  local 
authority  employees,  which  culminated  in  the  strike  action. 

A pick-up  vehicle  is  still  used  to  collect  the  more 
isolated  properties  in  the  rural  part  of  the  Borough  and  it  is 
hoped  that  when  a work  studied  incentive  scheme  is  intro- 
duced the  service  will  be  given  a specific  day  each  week  and 
not  as  at  present,  on  a day  that  a driver  is  available. 

Once  again  the  Bank  Holidays  were  recovered  so  that 
the  service  is  given  on  a regular  day  of  the  week. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

The  B.85  International  Digloader  continues  to  prove  a 
most  satisfactory  machine  for  tip  work  and  in  the  hands  of 
a most  conscientious  and  competent  operator  has  maintained 
satisfactory  conditions  in  very  difficult  circumstances. 

Unfortunately  too  little  soil  and  other  suitable  material 
to  be  used  as  immediate  top  cover  to  the  deposited  refuse  is 
now  available  and  is  causing  me  concern.  However,  every 
endeavour  is  made  to  stop  any  nuisance  to  neighbours. 

It  has  been  agreed  in  principle  by  the  Council  that  all 
refuse  shall  be  pre-treated  by  pulverisation  prior  to  being 
disposed  of  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  nuisances  which 
do  occur  and  the  general  eyesore  associated  with  controlled 
tipping  will  be  very  considerably  reduced,  if  not  eliminated 
altogether. 

Research  into  types  of  plant  available  has  now  been 
made  and  negotiations  with  the  Estate  have  progressed 
satisfactorily.  Obviously  a long  term  agreement  must  be 
reached  for  adequate  land  to  be  available  before  any  major 
capital  expenditure  is  made. 

Unfortunately,  there  will  be  a delay  on  the  final  decision 
due  to  other  considerations  having  to  be  concluded  and 
determined. 

Under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act  a compound  has  been 
set  up  adjacent  to  the  tip  entrance  for  householders  in  the 
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Borough  to  take  extraordinary  rubbish.  This  facility  is  open 
every  day,  all  day,  and  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
the  Aled  Rural  District  Council  for  their  residents  to  utilise 
this  facility. 

This  compound  has  proved  to  be  a very  valuable  service 
to  the  public  and  has  no  doubt  reduced  the  amount  of  indis- 
criminate dumping  and  burning  about  the  area. 

SALVAGE 

The  collection  of  salvage  which  discontinued  after  the 
baling  depot  was  burnt  out  will  not  be  reintroduced  as  it  is 
wholly  uneconomic.  The  prices  offered  by  the  mills  for  the 
various  grades  of  paper  are  too  low  and  the  costs  of  collect- 
ing, baling  and  especially  sorting  out  the  rubbish  have 
spiralled. 

The  private  contractor  who  introduced  a first  class  col- 
lection service  for  salvage,  particularly  for  the  commercial 
outlets,  has  also  ceased  to  operate  as  the  mills  reduced  the 
quota  that  they  could  receive  from  him  because  of  the 
enormous  stocks  that  they  hold. 

In  conclusion  I must  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
support  I received  from  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee, Alderman  R.  A.  Hughes,  and  from  all  the  members 
of  the  Committee. 

I also  express  my  thanks  to  Dr.  Peach,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  and  to  all  fellow  officials  in  all  Departments  of 
the  Council,  to  Mr.  Griffith  and  Mr.  Squire,  my  respective 
colleagues,  and  to  all  the  members  of  the  indoor  and  outdoor 
staff,  for  their  support  and  co-operation  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  PATTINSON, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS,  1970 
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